We Demand ILP System in Manipur
Present Manipur lies in the latitude range of 23°83" and 25°68"(North) and in the longitude range of 93°03" to 94°78"
(East). It is the homeland to the officially recognized indigenous peoples viz., Aimol, Anal, Angami, Any Kuki tribe,
Any Mizo (Lushai) tribe, Chiru, Chothe, Gangte, Hmar, Kabui, Kacha naga, Kharam, Koirao, Koireng, Kom, Lamgang,
Liangmei, Mao, Maram, Maring, Meetei / Meitei, Meetei Panggal, Monsang, Moyon, Paite, Poumai, Purum, Ralte,
Rongmei, Sema, Simte, Suhte, Tangkhul, Tarao, Thadou, Thangal, Vaiphei, Zemei and Zou. The cultural identity,
economic ownership, political rights and other democratic rights are threatened by the post 1949 unchecked immigration
of Mayangs, Myanmarese, Nepalese, Bangladeshis, and others.
Manipur had a history of policy towards outsiders. The British had recognised it and introduced a permit system in 1897.
It was followed by appointment of Foreigner’s Mauzadar in 1903 and installation of Foreigner’s Department in 1931 for
revenue and judicial purposes concerning the foreigners. Following suit post-Independent Manipur adopted Manipur
Naturalisation Act 1947 that differentiated foreigners (sic including Indians) from Manipuris. The Manipur Council
Resolution No 4 of 48, dated 26th February 1948 continued to retain the permit system to enter into Manipur.
However, the then Dominion of India, on 25 August 1949 had intervened into the Manipur administration and passed an
order to enrol foreign refugees in the electoral roll of Manipur. Following the Indian state’s imposition of Manipur
Administration Order on 15 October 1949, arbitrary abolition of the Manipur government, and annexation of Manipur;
the then Indian Chief Commissioner of Manipur on 18 November 1950 abolished the pre-existing permit system.
Following this, and as a result of the absence of an effective mechanism to regulate entry of outsiders, there had been
unrestraint immigration in Manipur. According to the available report the growth of immigrant population during the
period 1961- 2001 is: 196849 in 1961-1971; 128042 in 1971-1981; 179566 in 1981-1991; and 2200,031 in 1991-2001.
While the accumulated number of migrants during the period is 538887, total number of birth contributed by the
immigrants stand at 165601. The total number of migrants in 2001 is 704488, i.e., about 31% of the total population of
Manipur.
The apprehension about subordination and displacement of indigenous peoples by the immigrants in the course of Look
East Policy, extension of railways, construction of dams and projects, oil drilling, and infrastructural construction is deep
rooted. Accordingly, we have demanded an ILP system with modification in Manipur in order to:1) Socially: reduce the rate of influx of outsiders in Manipur thus reducing tension, anxiety, conflicts, and improve
mutual respect between Manipuris and non-Manipuris; reduce crimes as the identity as well as the criminal
involvement of the outsiders will be checked; protect the identity, socio-cultural, economic aspect of the various
ethnic groups of Manipur and conserve them which is our right; protect small ethnic groups of the state like
Tarao, Purum, Sulte, Ralte and uphold their rights.
2) Economically: protect land and immovable properties of the indigenous people from outsiders; reduce the
problem of unemployment in the state as the influx of the outsiders will be checked; improve the source of
revenue in the state as taxes will be collected for the entry of the outsiders; carve the dominance of indigenous
people in the market and business of the region as the ownership of shops and establishments will be checked;
save the manual labour works for the indigenous people of Manipur to maintain their economic stability.
3) Politically: check the political activity and involvement of the outsiders in the politics of the state; improve the
dignity and self respect of the Manipuris.
The ILP is already introduced in Meghalaya (recently, by the discretion of the Deputy CM), Mizoram, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh. Our demand for ILP is raised within the framework of the Indian state’s commitment to democracy:
(a) the Constitution of India and Human Rights Act 1993 and (b) India’s obligation to several international instruments
such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Right of Peoples to Self-Determination, International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights; International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Declaration on the Rights of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities; and the latest UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2007, etc. Our demand has been endorsed by the Manipur cabinet decision of 12 July
2012 and State Assembly Resolution of 13 July 2012. We, therefore, appealed the Indian State to respect the sentiment of
the people and fulfill the demand so that there is development and peace in Manipur.
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